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REMARKS 

The Office Action, mailed September 25, 2008, has been received and its contents 
carefully noted. By this Response, claims 1, 8-9, 11, 14-17, 23-24, 27-29, 33-35, 39 and 46 have 
been amended. Support may be found in the specification and the claims as originally filed. No 
statutory new matter has been added. Therefore, reconsideration and entry of the claims, as 
amended, are respectfully requested. 

Objection to Claims 

Claims 7-9, 15-16 and 23-25 are objected to under non-statutory grounds as having 
formal errors. These errors have been corrected by the amendments above. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112 

Claim 14, 17, 35, 39 and 46 are rejected under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph, as failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant deems as the 
invention. The claims have been amended to address the points raised as to remove the grounds 
raised relative to the rejection under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph. It is also respectfully 
submitted that the errors noted in the claims are more properly classifiable as objectionable 
subject matter as in, as a few examples, the removal of the extraneous duplicate ratio indication 
and the indication that the contact edge number is the number being referenced which is 
submitted to be recognizable from claim context. Also, with reference to claim 35 it is 
respectfully submitted that a recitation of "different" while broad is not considered to be 
indefinite (e.g., something is different if it is not the same in any fashion). However, in the 
interest of expediting prosecution, claim 35 has been amended to include a difference in 
configuration. Withdrawal of the rejection is requested. 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 

Claims 1-3, 5-6, 10-11, 13-16, 19-20, 21-27, 30, 32-37 and 39-42 are rejected under 35 
USC 102(b) as anticipated by Lawson et al (US 6,030,404). Applicant respectfully traverses. 

Lawson et al. has been carefully considered as has the Examiner's characterization of the 
teachings of the reference. 
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It is respectfully submitted that each of the independent claims 1, 33, 39, 42, which were 
rejected based upon Lawson, patentably distinguish over Lawson as presented herein. A review 
of each of the rejections relied upon in the Office Action shows that, in each instance, reliance is 
placed on needles in Lawson's array that lie other than in a common plane on which the axes of 
elongation of the needles in the needle set he or, if in a common plane, fail to present a needle set 
that is other than strictly single contact edge linear in its needle tip contact edge arrangement. 

Since the reference does not each and every element required by the claims, there is no 
anticipation. Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claims 43-45 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Chacomac (US 
4109655). In an effort to expedite the prosecution of this appHcation filed back in 2003, the 
independent claim 43 has been amended to depend firom independent claim 46 (discussed 
below). 

Since the reference does not teach each and every element required by the claims, there is 
no anticipation. 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

The sole remaining independent claim not previously discussed is claim 46. Claims 46-47 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lawson in view of Ginaven et al. 
(US 5457041). Claim 46 has been amended as described above to clarify that the set of needles 
define a non-linear pathway of contact edging between a leftmost and rightmost needle range 
relative to a needle set in a common plane with a few non-limiting examples including a plurality 
of linear contact edges extending along that common non-linear contact edging pathway as well 
as a reference to the axes of the needles in said set lying in a common plane, which is clearly not 
the case with Lawson. 

Further, Ginaven et al. has been considered, but is considered not to remedy the 
deficiencies set forth above. For instance, the disclosure in Ginaven et al of an annular, conical 
array of needles with a central piercing needle surrounded by an annular set of needles is 
respectfully submitted not to provide the asserted teaching for modifying the arrangement of 
Lawson with its base and tip interrelationship used for Ufting the skin simultaneously at multiple 
penetration points. 
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Accordingly, a proper prima facie of obviousness has not been established. Withdrawal 
of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Request for Interview 

Applicants respectfully request either a telephonic or an in-person interview should there 
be any remaining issues. 

CONCLUSION 

All of the stated grounds of objections and rejections have been properly traversed, 
accommodated, or rendered moot. Therefore, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner 
reconsider all presently outstanding objections and rejections and that they be withdrawn. It is 
beUeved that a full and complete response has been made to the outstanding Office Action and, 
as such, the present application is in condition for allowance. If the Examiner believes, for any 
reason, that personal communication will expedite prosecution of this application, the Examiner 
is invited to telephone the undersigned at the number provided. 

It is not believed that extensions of time are required, beyond those that may otherwise be 

provided for in accompanying documents. However, in the event that additional extensions of 

time are necessary to prevent abandonment of this application, then such extensions of time are 

hereby petitioned under 37 C.F.R. 1.136(a), and any fees required therefore are hereby authorized 

to be charged to Deposit Account No. 02-4300; Order No. 032322R 002, 

Respectfully submitted, 

SMITH, GAMBRELL & RUSSELL, LLP 

/Dennis C. Rodgers/ 

Dennis C. Rodgers, Reg. No. 32,936 
1 130 Connecticut Ave., NW, #1 130 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Telephone: (202) 263-4300 
Facsimile: (202) 263-4329 

Dated: December 29, 2008 
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